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10 Chief, Wi lrqu DATE 11 August 1955

Via Chief of Jtation,(épmej)
FROM Chief of 3ase,(Milan) A |
(5-22 N

SUBJECT- cenerar  Operational

secrc- U,S5, Embassy and Italian Fetroleum Industry.

1. Following are VENTER's comments (22 July 1955), which he asserts reflect
ruznors circulating in "«nowledgeable circles" in Home, on the alleged activities

of tho Bmbassy in the matter of Italian petroleum resourcas. ¥

» The great majority of Italian petroleum companies, which until the IV
leun Congress opposed clil, are now presenting a united front with

"EnricgiHATIEI {n his opposition to the exploitation of Italian petroleum deposits

by Anerican intorests. This new situation is the result of confidential
mation and advicqlurnished to the Italian patroleum groups and to MATTEI
ty R=alglo DanilgsRILLO. GRILLO, vice~director general of political aff
tho Italien Foreign Minietry, is a former "squadrista" and pet of Galeagso »
through whose influonce GULLU reached the upper echelons of the Foreign Ministry. :
. i \ o
CE was to be g%y

Yorld

3. When it waa learned in Rome that lirs

- to Italy, a secrot meoting was held in the ham s
wayos cnd moans of latching onto the new ambassabdor. At this mséting GRILLO and

three other "gouti{luomini" wore chosen to "get in with" the ambassador. These
individualo, in Rome's high society, are known as "scmmozzatori" (frog-moneor

undor-wator demolitions men),
L, 4diliiw has roportodly succeeded in gaining good entree to tha Ambassador
and takoo edvantage of this to monitor her official activities. Ome result of

GRILLO'o contact with the Ambassador has been, according to theose same rumorsa,
tha chango of tactics adopted by the Italian petroleun companies toward the

Asoricans,
- ) o1
5. Amarican pstroleum intorosts, allogedly being determined to absord all g;
Italisn patroleun production, already have their reprosentatives sounding out ﬁ‘;}
Italizn potroloun porsonalities with a proposition involvidg American parchaso of g;
coatrolling otock in the Italien companies, {Gr. Uffq Kan: sHETTI, prosident of £ !
API, Corso d'Italia, Ramo, is ons of the important 1%}1 raWho havo received such =1
o proposition. PuisTTI discussed the mattor with{Cam #ONACO, high-raniing g%
fractionary ef tho Italian Ministry of Industry., LO‘MOMACD izmadiately informed =n
HATT:Y, end & conclave of Itglian potrolewm {ndushry directors was called forthwith, 2’:{
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For rcagons of sacrecy the mocting took place in a loca.lit.y in ths guburbs of
Rozs carly in July. L
<

6. Ambassador LUCE's intense actiyity in favor of the seven big pstroleum
firms has slowod down since the fall ofjlilBA, but several of hor representatives
have bogun to msneuver with thJ&FBLEH roment. The attitude of Italian patro-
lewn circlos, inforwoed a3 they?‘m of the alleged Asorican manouvering, is hostile.
Thoy know that tha Amsricans financially backed the Right in the recent Sicilian s
cloctions and fear that through wide uso of the doilar, the Americans will succeed :
in deeolishing all Itzlien resistance. Mistrust has reached such a point that a {
fow days ago, when an American agent (of an o1l company) asked for an appointment
with KATTEI, tho latter stated that he was out of town and immediately took off

for tho Azalfitana riviera. pn o
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7. MATTAI self WB§ & fomEist ntII 1945. Ho began to work ingo the
Rooiotance aftor 3eptcaber 8 of that year, being careful at the same time to
“koop in” with the Gorwmans. As part of the process his wifo bocezo the mistress

RLIU ADY

-

e~ o

of en Auglrirn eaptalp who was an important officer the CGercon SD. ¥Whon At
bocz=a ¢loar that Allied victory was certain, FATTul paild five on liro

{1944 rato of oxchange) to a DC partisan leader for the title of DC partisan

chiof end the rank of gonoral of the fZssistance in the CNL. MATTEI 'o appointment
was 0.K.'$txy Gan /,D‘IM and Pol;% .%ZN‘UN. The latter 1s now MATTEI's right-

hand san Y
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